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BREWOOD AND COVEN PARISH COUNCIL 
WITH BISHOP’S WOOD AND COVEN HEATH 

 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE COUNCIL  
HELD ONLINE   

ON THURSDAY 30TH JULY 2020 AT 7.00PM 
 
This meeting was recorded by the Parish Council.  
 
PRESENT:   
 
Parish Cllrs M. Alden-Court, J. Bradshaw, R. Glover, D. M. Holmes, J. Jeffries, P. Knight, A. Pupino, M. 
Sambrook, G. Sibley, D. Short, W. Sutton, R. Taylor, M. Webb MBE. 
 
IN ATTENDANCE: 
 
District Cllr B. Cox. 
 
APOLOGIES: 
 

C. Smythe (personal).  
 
County Cllr M. Sutton. 
 
DECLARATIONS OF DISCLOSABLE PECUNIARY INTERESTS AND REQUESTS FOR DISPENSATION: 
 

Parish Cllr D. M. Holmes represents Locality 2 at South Staffordshire Council’s Planning Committee meetings, 
therefore she would not vote on any planning matters brought before the Parish Council. She would remain at 
the meeting and any views she may have expressed were based on the information before her at the time. 
These views may change in the light of further information or debate at a future South Staffordshire Council’s 
Planning Committee meeting.  
 
MINUTES:   
 
The Minutes of the meeting of the Parish Council held on 25th June and 9th July 2020 and were duly signed, 
subject to the following: minutes of 25th June, item – 2. Parish Cllr J. Jeffries withdrew her nomination, ‘having 
not been consulted on the matter. If she had been consulted, she would have declined the nomination’. Minutes 
of 9th July, item 44. – to include ‘at a future meeting, the Parish Council would return to the comments regarding 
the general condition of the playing fields’. 
 
CRIME AND DISORDER ACT: 
 
Section 17 of the Crime and Disorder Act, 1998 places a duty on local authorities to consider the crime and 
disorder implications when exercising its functions and to do all that it reasonably can to prevent crime and 
disorder in its area.  Unless otherwise stated it was not considered that the resolutions moved herein would have 
any adverse impact for the purposes of the Crime and Disorder Act 1998. 
 

42. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION: 
 

There were no members of the public in attendance at the meeting.   
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43. POLICE REPORT:  
 

Emailed report received from PCSO Lloyd on 7th July. Apart from minor anti-social behaviour Covid-19 breaches 
there were no crime trends. Any incidents that took place were put on Smart Alert and any future incidents would 
be put out either for witnesses or general crime prevention information.    
Members raised concern about the increase in fly-tipping. The Clerk to obtain a response from the Police. Fires 
continued to be lit on land at The Pavement, Brewood. Clerk to establish from the Fire Brigade how they would 
prefer this to be reported.   
Some Members had received scam emails purporting to be from the Chairman, this had been reported to the 
Police for investigation. 
 
MATTERS ARISING: 
 
253*. Chairman’s Civic Service. To be placed on Matters Ongoing. 
 
9. Review Standing Orders (Including Dates of Ordinary Meetings). Report of the Clerk circulated prior 
to the meeting. 
The Parish Council resolved 12 in favour, 1 against that the Standing Orders as received for the meeting 
held on 25th  June 2020 be approved and adopted. 
 
25. Dates of Ordinary Meetings of the Council. Clerk’s Report referred.  
The Parish Council resolved 9 in favour, 4 against that the next full meeting of the Parish Council be held 
on 20th August. One meeting would be held during September, on 10th. From October the scheduled 
meetings would resume. Details to be placed on the Parish Council’s website. 
 
30. Risk Assessments – Covid-19 Restrictions. Report of the Clerk circulated prior to the meeting, 
appended below. 
The Parish Council resolved unanimous in favour that the recommendations of the report be approved 
with the additional measures to include that the football teams must sign to say that they agreed to abide 
by the Football Association’s Covid regulations and that it was recommended that Parish Councillors 
wore face coverings when visiting the Parish Council offices.  
 
It was further resolved 12 in favour, 1 abstention that the Clerk write to Brewood Tennis Club advising 
that it was the responsibility of the Club to make arrangement for public access to the tennis courts if the 
caretaker was still unhappy to handle cash and keys. 
 
32. Provision of Land for BMX. The Parish Council considered the request from a local resident to provide 
land to construct bicycle ramps for BMX enthusiasts. To be placed on Matters Ongoing. 
It was resolved unanimous in favour that a working party be established to investigate further. The 
working party to consist of M. Alden-Court, J. Bradshaw, M. Sambrook, G. Sibley and W. Sutton. 
 
MATTERS ONGOING: 
 
322** Website. The website was under construction. A small group consisting of Parish Cllrs J. Bradshaw, 
J. Jeffries and R. Taylor had reviewed the content of the current site and begun contacting local businesses with  
a view to included their details on the site. 
Matter of report. 
 
220.1* Dean Street Survey. Copies of the responses circulated prior to the meeting. County Cllr M. Sutton 
had been given the responses. Clerk’s Report referred. 
The Parish Council resolved unanimous in favour that an online meeting of Brewood Traffic Management 
Working Party, County Cllr M. Sutton and Mr M. Keeling be arranged on 4th August at 10.00am 
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259*      Tree Survey – Parishwide. Copy of tree survey circulated prior to the meeting. It was noted that some 
trees require felling. 
The Parish Council resolved unanimous in favour that the Chairman would arrange a meeting of a small 
working party consisting of Parish Cllrs R. Glover, M. Sambrook, G. Sibley and R. Taylor. 
 
307* Archaeological Digs in Coven. The group had decided to go ahead with the digs in residents’ 
gardens and at The Bront. It was their intention to dig one or two demonstration pits beforehand, probably in late 
August. They had supplied the insurance certificate and a Covid-19 secure risk assessment. The first dig would 
be in early September. 
Matter of report. 
 
CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED: 
 
44.    Withdrawal of i54 Bus. Clerk’s Report referred. 
Matter of report. 
 
45. Email received from the Assistant Director Community Services at South Staffordshire advising that an 
application for a grant from the governments flood recovery scheme was successful. Properties affected would 
receive £500 each and may be also entitled to 100% council tax discount for a minimum of three months if they 
were displaced from their properties. Of the 35 properties impacted in February, there were 13 in Brewood and 
Coven (none in Bishop’s Wood or Coven Heath).  
Matter of report. 
 
46. Email received from Corporate Support Manager, Policy and Partnerships regarding grant funding for a 
unified digital platform. The email was asking for two parishes to become pilots in the early stages of the grant 
application. South Staffordshire Council had later advised that the bid had been unsuccessful, Clerk’s Report 
referred. 
The Parish Council resolved unanimous in favour that it would be involved in any future meetings 
between the three tiers of local government.  
 
47. Email from the caretaker of Coven playing field requesting that the gate be open until 10pm during the 
summer. He advised that there had been no trouble with young people there since Feb 2019 and he had been 
closing later for some time. He felt that this had reduced anti-social behaviour in other parts of Coven. The time 
of closure was originally brought forward several years ago to 8.30pm as recommended by the PCSO because 
of difficulties at the time getting young people off the field, vehicles driving on the grass and vandalism. 
The Parish Council resolved 11 in favour 2 against that the time of closing be changed to 10pm during 
the summer. This may be rescinded if necessary. 
 
48. Email received from the allotment holder of plot 28 at Coven Heath for the building of a pergola to grow 
climbing plants which would be an open structure. Clerk’s Report referred. 
The Parish Council resolved 12 in favour 1 abstention that the allotment holder be allowed a pergola and 
fruit nets on the allotment. 
 
49. Email advising that the head teacher of Brewood Middle School had retired and suggesting that the 
Parish Council might award a scroll or plaque to recognise his contribution.  
The Parish Council resolved 10 in favour, 1 against and 2 abstentions that the Parish Council would 
make a presentation at some future time to acknowledge the head teacher’s contribution to the 
community.  
 
50. CORRESPONDENCE CIRCULATED: 
 
SPCA Training Bulletin Summer 2020 
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SPCA Bulletin 16 July 2020 
Copy of letter to Staffordshire County Council regarding resurfacing of Kiddemore Green Road, Bishop’s Wood. 
 
51. DISTRICT/COUNTY COUNCIL’S REPORT: 
 
There were no reports received.  
 
52. CHAIRMAN’S AND OTHER COUNCILLORS’ REPORTS (courses/workshops/seminars attended): 

 
There were no reports received.  
 
53.   FINANCE REPORT: 

 
The Council received the Finance Report from the Chairman in the absence of Parish Cllr C. Smythe and 

resolved 
the following matters:  

 

1. The income and expenditure list as at 30th July including salary payments, be approved. Income 
£691.93, total expenditure for the month £16,040.82 (net). 

2. The Income and Expenditure and Balance Sheet analysis for 2019-20, be received. 
3. The Q1 2020-21 Budget Report, be received. 
4. The Financial Summary –Cashbook reconciliation from June 2020, be received. 
5. The renewal of the Clerk’s membership of the Society of Local Council Clerks at a cost of £257, be 

approved.  
6. Coven Heath Allotments Water Supply. It had come to light that when Water Plus took over 

responsibility for billing from Severn Trent in 2017, the meter at Coven Heath allotments was never 
included by Water Plus; although budgeted for, the bill had not been paid. This was in the process of 
being rectified and a decision from Water Plus as to whether the bill will be written off (as it was their 
error) or on what terms the arrears can be repaid was awaited. 
Matter of report. 
 

The Parish Council resolved unanimous in favour that Standing Order 3w be suspended in order for the 
meeting to continue beyond 9.00pm. 

 
54. PLANNING REPORT: 

 
The Parish Council received the Planning Report from Parish Cllr R. Taylor and considered the planning 
applications received.  
The Parish Council resolved unanimous in favour that the Clerk contact the Planning Authority and 
request an extension to the deadline dates as Members were unable to access the Planning Portal. 
 
Staffordshire County Council propose to make a Traffic Order to impose a 30mph speed limit at Engleton Lane, 
Brewood. Objections to be received at Highway, 2 Staffordshire Place, Stafford by 19th August. Notice had been 
placed on the website and Parish Council notice boards. 
 
Planning application SS.20/05/614W Change of Use from a clinical waste facility to a refuse derived fuel facility 
and associated works at Veolia Environmental Services Ltd, Station Road, Four Ashes. Comments to be made 
within 21 days of the date of the order (22nd July 2020). 
 
Application by Highways England for an Order Granting Development Consent for the M54 to M6 Link Road 
Project. The examining authority had issued a Progress Note which set out requests for information, an 
assessment of principal issues, requests to parties and response to a change request from the Applicant. The 
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deadline for responses to the Questionnaire was 10th August. Links to the Progress Note and First Written 
Questions were available. 
 
55. CLERK’S REPORT: 
 
The Parish Council received the written report of the Clerk and noted its content.  
 
55.1 Temporary Equine Road Safety Signs. Parish Cllr W. Sutton reported that she had asked how the 
signs would be attached and how long they would be up for but had not received a response to date. 
 
55.2 Rubbish at Coven Heath Allotments Site. Parish Cllr M. Sambrook offered to remove some bags and 
it was agreed that the Clerk would ask the caretaker to see if he could also move some. Parish Cllr R. Glover 
had also offered to help. 
 
ANY OTHER MATTERS OF REPORT: 
 
Naming of the new site at Engleton Lane, Brewood. It was reported that Lovell Homes had called the new 
development Somerford Park. It was agreed that the matter be placed on the agenda for the next meeting.  
 
There being no other business to discuss the meeting ended at 9.22 pm. 

 
        Chairman ……………………………….. 
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REPORT OF THE CLERK FOR THE MEETING OF THE COUNCIL 
TO BE HELD 30 JULY 2020 

MATTERS ARISING 
 
25. Dates of Ordinary Meetings. The Assistant Clerk will be away from 3rd to 12th August and the Clerk has 
two days leave on 5th and 6th August (family commitments) therefore it will be difficult to get the agenda ready in 
time for 13th. As there are currently no set dates for meetings, would it be possible to hold the August meeting 
around 20th August? 
 
30. Risk Assessment- Parish Council Office. Parish Cllrs J. Jeffries and P. Knight have carried out a risk 
assessment for the office which has been circulated. SPCA has confirmed that it is permissible to hold small 
operational meetings face to face, which the public would not attend, provided a robust risk assessment has 
been done.  
 
40.2 Theft from Coven Heath Allotments Car Park. Number plates were stolen from a car parked on Coven 
Heath allotments car park on Friday 19th July, this has been reported to the Police. The victim has asked what 
the Parish Council is going to do as they are concerned that as the car park is isolated, the thief may return to 
what could be seen as an easy target. This was omitted from agenda. 
Recommended action: The Clerk to contact the PCSO for advice on what can be done to prevent this 
happening again and report back to the Parish Council. 
 
MATTERS ONGOING 
 
322** Website. Three Parish Councillors and the Clerk met on Tuesday to discuss the new website in advance 
of the online meeting between the website providers, the Clerk and Assistant Clerk. A number of questions were 
raised which were clarified by the representative. It is likely that the new website will be live in September. 
 
220.1* Dean Street Survey. County Cllr M. Sutton has informed the Parish Council that that he is happy to 
have a Zoom meeting with the Parish but he would like to have Mark Keeling there as well.  Mark can make 
either 4 or 5 August. In respect of the survey he thinks that the vast majority of the feedback is in favour of some 
sort of restriction although being limited to 8am to 9am and 3pm to 4pm on school opening days seems popular. 
He has said that the times bit is easy but the ‘term time’ section is more problematic. He thinks the restriction 
would need to be specific to actual dates to be legally enforceable. He will ask Mark Keeling to take a look at the 
replies before the meeting. 
CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED 
 
44. Withdrawal of i54 Bus. County Cllr M. Sutton has forwarded the following comments: 
The bus was operating from Wolverhampton to Stafford via the i54 which has now been withdrawn. I have 
received numerous telephone calls and e-mails about this and have explained to people the following; 
This service provided by National Express West Midlands came about as part of the ‘travel to work’ section of the 
agreement with the developers of the i54 in Bilbrook and received considerable funding from them to subsidise 
the service, this funding was limited to I believe five years which expired in April this year, which gave a long 
period of time to understand and expand its usage.  As happens with all contracts, bus or otherwise the providers 
continually review them, in this case the providers decided that passenger numbers had not risen over the term 
of the contract to warrant continuing the services so it would not be viable for them to continue to operate, post 
the developers funding.  
I understand our transport department worked with the providers and others to try and see if there were any 
opportunities in continuing with a similar or a slimmed down service, unfortunately there was no interest. This 
process was and still is considerably hampered by the Covid -19 pandemic with the use of public transport 
dropping considerably and providers understandably reluctant to commit to new services when unsure about 
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their viability. I for one have taken the opportunity to look at the number of persons now using public buses and 
it’s very low. 
I have obtained some information on passenger numbers boarding the 54 bus from all the stops between Coven 
Heath and the Spread Eagle at Gailey travelling to Stafford, there were 13 services a day running hourly. Over a 
four week period the average number of passengers boarding from those stops was just under 19 per day an 
average of 1.5 persons per service. I have not obtained details about the service in the opposite direction as 
there is still a regular service to Wolverhampton via the 877/978 service. Therefore although I’m sure the service 
towards Stafford was very important to those using it you can see that the actual usage by residents was very 
low. 
I’m sure that all members have noticed the lack of passengers on buses lately and I can fully understand 
providers’ reluctance until we all know if a post Covid -19 public will return to using public transport.  I have been 
asked about the services being subsidised by the County Council, I’m sure you will understand that it is 
reasonable that we use that subsidy to supports services that are used but are perhaps just under the threshold 
of where a service is commercially viable. For example the 877 and 88 services is commercially viable between 
Wolverhampton and Brewood but the section between Brewood and Stafford receives some subsidy to operate. 
Some of the correspondence I’ve received asks about residents getting to Penkridge for the Market and I’d ask 
the Parish to direct people in the direction of the Connect Service operated by the District Council, on 
Wednesdays this service operates from Coven to Cannock via Penkridge and collects from passengers’ homes. 
This is something that Cllr Wendy Sutton worked hard to get the District Council to expand to include our Parish. 
Details are available;https://www.sstaffs.gov.uk/transport/south-staffordshire-connect.cfm and it can be booked 
on  01902 910263. 
 
46. Unified Digital Platform. South Staffordshire Council has been unsuccessful in this bid so this initiative 
will not now take place. However, this Parish Council has been asked to take part in a pilot scheme along with 
four other parish councils to meet remotely to bring about closer three tier working to enable parish councils to 
give greater support to the district and county councils. If agreed, a mock meeting will be set up between Clerks 
and South Staffs Council.  
Members’ views. 
 
48. Allotment 28 Coven Heath. The allotment holder has reported damage to bushes and the theft of fruit 
from the allotment so has requested that she also be allowed to erect fruit cages which would be open structures 
covered with netting. 
 
PLANNING 
 
Plan to reduce crown by up to 30% on a sweet chestnut tree at The Rookery, 18 Bargate Street, Brewood. Any 
concerns to be forwarded to South Staffordshire Council by 7th August 2020. 
 
OTHER CORRESPONDENCE 
 
Email received from a Brewood resident informing the Parish Council that she has been liaising with the road 
safety officer at the British Horse Society and the community traffic management officer. They have been given 
permission by Staffordshire County Council to put up temporary equine road safety signs in the vicinity of the 
new housing development in Engleton Lane, Brewood. Parish Cllr W. Sutton may wish to report further. 
 
Removal of Telephone Kiosks: Stafford Road Standeford and Brewood Road Coven. These were discussed 
last year. Notification received that these will be removed, no date is given. 
 
Rubbish Accumulating Plot 55 Coven Heath. It has been reported that there has been green waste including 
branches and weeds and also bags containing feathers dumped on plot 55. However, a recent inspection did not 
refer to this. 
 

https://www.sstaffs.gov.uk/transport/south-staffordshire-connect.cfm
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PLANNING APPLICATIONS CONSIDERED AT THE MEETING HELD ON 30 JULY 2020 
 

Application No Proposal Comment 

20/00313/OUT Outline application for extra care accommodation 
(use class C2) in the form of 40 no. 
rooms/apartments within a managed building 
that provides onsite care facilities associated 
with a nursing home, the provision of a 
community assembly room (D2 class use) and 
provision of subsidiary doctor/health facilities (D1 
class use). Land West A449 Carriageway 
Stafford Road Coven. 

Previous refusal. Extension of 
village into Green Belt with no 
special reasons. Grave concerns 
regarding access egress. 
Continued refusal. 

20/00333/FUL Demolition of agricultural buildings, the part 
demolition and extension of a former pig sty to 
create a dwelling and the erection of garaging. 
Brinsford Farm, Brinsford Lane Slade Heath 
WV10 7PR.    

No comment. 

20/00500/FUL Rear First Floor Balcony at Forge House, 
Brewood Road, Coven WOLVERHAMPTON 
WV9 5BN  

No objection. 

20/00582/FUL Rear orangery at 52 Moors Drive, Coven, WV9 
5EJ 

No objection. 

20/00583/FUL Single storey rear/side extension at 21 
Stonebridge Road, Brewood ST19 9HB 

No objection. 

20/00601/COU Change of use of land to use as a residential 
gypsy caravan site accommodating two pitches, 
including laying of hardstanding and erection of 
two ancillary amenity buildings. Land To The 
Rear Of Hordern Lodge Ball Lane Coven Heath 
WOLVERHAMPTON WV10 7HD 

Objection. In Green Belt with no 
special reasons. If approved, 
conditions of use should require 
removal of specific family not 
using the pitch. 
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Addendum 

Report of the Clerk Regarding Risk Assessments at Various Parish Council Sites 

The following matters have arisen following the easing of restrictions relating to Covid-19: 

30 Parish Council Offices – Reopening 

Before the offices can be reopened to the public, a Covid-19 secure risk assessment is required. 

Recommended resolution: To undertake a Covid secure risk assessment in order to reopen the Parish Council 

office to the public. 

43.2.1 Brewood Playing Field and Jubilee Park (Brewood Tennis Club) 

Email received from the treasurer/acting chairman of Brewood Tennis Club advising that he has been contacted 

by members of the public asking to hire the tennis courts. He has asked when the previous arrangements would 

be reintroduced, i.e. that the caretaker takes the booking payments and gives out and receives the key. The 

caretaker’s job description does not include overseeing the hire of the tennis courts for use by the public, this 

was an arrangement between the Tennis Club and the caretaker and she was paid an honorarium by the Club. 

The lease states that the Club shall allow members of the public to hire the courts but does not cover how this 

would be done/how the caretaker is involved.  

The treasurer has advised that he cannot guarantee availability of tennis club members to undertake this 

indefinitely and has requested that the Parish Council contracts the caretaker for this service. The caretaker has 

express concern for her health and safety regarding the transmission of Covid-19 if she resumes the practice. 

The Tennis Club and Parish Council need to find a permanent solution to the problem.  

Recommendation: To consider how Brewood tennis courts can be made available to the public in the mid to 

long term. 

43.3.1 Coven Playing Field (Football Pitch and Changing Room Hire) 

Football can resume in September. Parish Cllr P. Knight has carried out a risk assessment for reintroducing 

football at Coven, copy attached. The caretaker has been emailed and asked if he has any objection to returning 

to cleaning the changing rooms from September but he has as yet, not replied. If he is concerned about 

contracting the virus, he could leave the site uncleaned for 72 hours after which there would be no risk. However, 

the matter of cleaning of the toilet for people with disabilities may not be as easily solved. 

Recommendations: To agree the terms and to undertake the required checks as set out in the report from 

Parish Cllr P. Knight. 

 

 

 

 


